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PALESTINIAN STONE HERITAGE SITES
Photo by the Palestine Exploration Fund, depicting ruins of a synagogue,

Meiron, Palestine, 1898. V & A Collections.
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PALESTINIAN STONE HERITAGE SITES
A mounted topographical photograph showing a view in Palestine. Purchased

from Professor Sir K.A.C. Creswell, 1916-1921
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PABESTINIAN STONE HERITAGE SITES . S

Photograph of the interior of the ruins at Khan Al Ahmar, néar'fBe'iéah".‘ =

Palestine 1916-1921. V&A Collections. * Fri e
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LAW OF 1918

In 1918 the British mandate
established a bylaw as part of a
master plan designed by Sir William
Mclean for Jerusalem. The law
requires all buildings in Jerusalem
to be faced with stone. This

law — officially set to create unity in
the built landscape —has immediately
set new borders to Jerusalem with
regards to buildings faced with stone
or not. For instance, demographically
all neighbourhoods with buildings
not made out of stone (mainly Arab
neighbourhoods) have been de facto
excluded from Jerusalem. Thus its
demography has been transformed,
having repercussions on the political
reclaims of Jerusalem. On another
note, when the first Jewish
neighbourhoods were built around
Jerusalem they were intentionally
built out of stone in order to include
them in the imagination of Jerusalem.
It is also at that same period that
stone cladding started proliferating
in the construction world in Palestine
at a huge pace. Stone became a
facing superficial material fulfilling
political and territorial agendas.
Since then, this law of 1918 has been
spread across most of the cities

in Palestine. Our contemporary
cities are today all built in the

same way because with time, the
exclusive use of stone for facades
created a homogeneous unique

way of building that is creating a
monotonous contemporary city that
167

is losing landmarks of the history of
Palestinian architecture.

Finally, today all stone quarries are
located in Palestinian territories
called ‘zone C’ (which is a Palestinian
zone under Israeli control (Oslo
Accords, 1993)), These quarries feed
the market in Palestine, Israel, and
internationally. As a result, there

IS an over-exploitation of the stone
quarries leading to a spoiling of

the landscape and generating harsh
sanitary conditions for villages
around the quarries. In Israel, there
are no stone quarries because the
environmental laws are too tough
for stone quarries to be financially
viable but these laws only exist, de
facto, because there is the possibility
of overusing stone quarries in
Palestinian territories controlled by
the occupation,
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TEAM

ANNE HOLTROP
Professor. Present every two weeks on Tuesday and Wednesday for physical
or online reviews, and at lectures.

STEPHAN LANDO
Assistant for Master Thesis. Present every Wednesday and at the Design
Studio's mid-term and final reviews.

YUIKO SHIGETA

Assistant in Design Studio and responsible for the workshop and model-
making activities. Present every week on Tuesday and Wednesday for reviews
and lectures.

PHILIP STOCKLER
Assistant in Design Studio. Present every week on Tuesday and Wednesday
for reviews and lectures.

ARTURO LOPEZ AYALA
Assistant in Design Studio. Present every week on Tuesday and Wednesday
for reviews and lectures.

GRACE PRINCE
Research assistant in Design Studio. Present at guest reviews and lectures.
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studio location:
office location:;

assistants:
Stephan Lando
Yuiko Shigeta
Arturo Lopez Ayala
Philip Stockler

research assistant:

Grace Prince

student assistants:

Nicolas Kdénig
Jim Konig

graphic design:

lando@arch.ethz.ch
shigeta@arch.ethz.ch
lopezayala@arch.ethz.ch
stoeckler@arch.ethz.ch

prince@arch.ethz.ch

Tomas Celizna i.c.w. Martina Vanini

RIA, Rickenstrasse 20
HIL D 33

+39 347 648 45 16
+41 76 536 74 80
+41 78 640 94 24
+49 171 266 73 46

+41 78 222 2423






